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4 D15COURSE of the Dangers of Abuſing the Di. 
vine Bleſſings ; ſhewing, That National Calami- 


ties are the ſure Conſe lente of | Public and Na- 
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obtaining the Pardon of our Sins, and averting the 
heavy Judgment we have moſt juſtly deſerr*d; and 
particularly the PL AG UE, with which ſeve⸗ 


1a ral other Counties! are at this Time viſited. 
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CAVE FL 
ORDERED, _ 4 | 
HAT the Thanks of this Houſe 


obe given to the Reverend Doct- 
or Saunders, for the Sermon, by him 
Preach d Veſterday, before this ou | 
at St. Margaret's Weſtminſter ; and 
that he be deſir d to Print the ſame ; 
and that Mr. Sandys and Mr. Denton 
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184 1A, Chap. v v. Ver 5 4 5. 


4 What could have been done more to my Vin eyard, 
that I have not dong? Wherefore when. I hos 
. . fbould bring forth Grapes, brought. it forth 

, x 
15 7 ow 26s to, 1 wil tell jou what I will 45 to my 
ineyard, I will take awa Ih Hedge el pars 
# 1. 0 be eaten up, and break down the Mall there- 
Fs and i ſpall | be FY0dden down. I | 
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N N theſe Woch, under che Allegory 
We of a Vineyard, and accordi 
I the Elegancy of the Oriental dle, 
we have a ſhort Hiſtory of God's 
. ede we Reſpe ett, the 
; ew ation; orth, F:r# 
wn Way wid Favours 5 eg vyauchſaſed 
to them. Second, The very ill Returns they 
made to him; 0 Laſtly The ſad Conſequences 
P their Ingratitude 9 Unfruitfulneſs, in that 
they were the Cauſes. of drawing down upon 
them, not only many ſevere Judgments, ut 
irrepairable Ruin and Deſtruction. | 
A 2 This 
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This Hiſtory is ſo well known, as that it needs 


not long be. dwelt upon 


„However, the hette 
to illuſtrate the Application, I intend hence to 
infer, with Regard to our ſelves, I beg Leave to 


r 


expatiate a little upon each of the foregoing 


Particulars. And, 8 
Hurt, If we review the diſtingui 


iſhing Favours 


of God towards the Jews, we find that of all the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, they were his peculi- 


ar Favourites, and crown'& as ſuch with allth 


(> 


Bleſſings Temporal and Spiritual they could wiſh 
for; that the Almighty himſelf condeſcended ſo 


graciouſly, as to be their Kang and Governour 


3 


and gave them Laws and Statutes,. which he 
eſtabliſhed in a wonderful Manner, to direct 
their Worſhip, and to be their Rule of Life and 
Manners. In brief, he gave them a fruitful and 
a pleaſant Land to dwell in, a Land thas flowd 


with Milk and Honey; he cloathed their Hill 


8 


with Cattle, and every way increas d their Stores; 


he went forth with thei 


ir Forces, and he fought 


their Battles; making them, tho few.in Num 
ber, victorious over great and powerful Enemies. 
In a Word, while they were diſpoſed in 54 


Meaſure to obey his Will, he delighted to 


them good, and made them Bappy and ſecure ; 


or in the Words of the Pſalmi 
full of Compaſſion, Gracious and Long. ſuffering, an 


Plenteous in Mercy and Truth towards them, Pla. 8 


2 was a God 


1 
5 


So that it might indeed well be asked, whar 
could. haye been done more that "mas not done, to 
f © 4 | b , — * oF, : 488. 3 ENR. 
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make them Happy. en M 
But, Secondly, notwithſtanding all this, not: 


withſtanding all the gracious Diſpenſations, 


even of inechauſtible Bounty, and of infinite 


Goodneſs to endear them, and 45 oblige them 


to their Duty, it appears, that they Were as di- 
ſtinguiſhable for their Impieties againſt God, as 
for the Bleſſings and the Mercies they received 
from him; they. impiouſly rejected even the 
Divine Theocracy; they perverted and annulled 
the Divine Laws by their wicked Comments 


and Traditions, even to that execrable Degree, 
as to invert the Names of Good and Evil, to ſub- 
vert Juſtice and Equity, to juſtify the Wicked 


for a Reward, and to take away the Righteouſ- 


neſs of the Righteous from him. And thus they 
turn'd their Bleſſings into Curſes, and made the 
Heavenly Diſpenſations, intended for their Wel- 


fare, the Occaſion of their Ruin. For, 
Mere they bleſſed with Plenty and Abun- 
dance, this they made the Fuel of their Pride 


and Luxury; were they proſperous in their En- 


terprizes, and victorious over their Enemies; 
how vain and arrogant did this make them, and 


how confident in their own weak Strength and 


Policy? Or were they guarded from publick 


. Evils and Diſturbances, this they imputed allo 
"to their own poor Contrivances, and not to his 
Goodneſs Who is alone able to make Men dwell 
in Safety; or did the good God ſend among 
them wiſe Men, Prieſts and Prophets, to W or . 

their; 


engage them to be Good, and conſequently to 
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— — - —— — 


rx 


— 2 „ —”- MP 
— — I 2 


Se — K 4 


6 A Sermon Preac 


their Wickedneſs, and to inſtruct them in their 
uty ; Alas! thoſe they very ill intreated, ſtone- 
ing Some, ard killing Others, and did not ſpare 
the Son of God Himſelf, Who came for their 
Redemption, but with wicked Hands did crucify 
and ſlay him; ſuch were the Returns, fuch the 
Gratitude of this unhappy Nation. Weare now, 
_ Thirdly, and Laſtly, to tee the Iſſue of it, when 
appear that ſo many rich Bleſſings were 
eſtow*d in Vain, that no Kindneffes nor Fa- 
vours cou'd affect them; that they regarded not 
the Calls and Intreaties of a God; and that 
tris Tender Cotreckions made no Impreſſions on 
them, but that they were reſolute in their Wick- 
füge and obſtinately forſogk God; we then 
nd that God reſolv'd to forſake them, havin 
long waited, and by kind and various Ways an 
Means, often call'd them to Repentance, when 
all was to no Purpoſe ; and that they were in- 
corrigible, He then appeared notefs, Rarful in 
the Judgments that he brought upon them, than 
He formerly had been Gracious: in His Fa- 
vours towards them. For, F 
What Hiſtories are there of the Sufferings of 
Mankind any where, that ſeein to be ſo dee 
ly written in Characters of Blood, as to be 
compar'd to the diſmal Accounts given us of 
the Deſtruction of the Jewiſh Nation? For with 
what a fearful Complicatiqn of the ſevereſt 


Pd before 
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Judgments were they, long harraſs'd, and at 
aſt Indo ? Wich. Peltilences he moſt Depo- 
pulating ; with fore Famines, that even Ve 
1 ' y WW .- c w 4 1 33 5 4 ret 931 - ature 


Nature to be unnatural, . e. the tendereſt Parents 
to Prey upon their own Offspring; and with 
fuch Deſtructions of the Sword, as ſhew'd no 
Mercy to Age, nor Sex; and yet this miſeta- 
ble People, while thus aſſaulted from without, 
were fo wretchedly divided from within, as to 
Slay each other, as if they were avow'd Con- 
ſpirators with the Common Enemy, for the 
haftening of their own DeſtruEtion.: Nor did 
they ever ceaſe from this Rage and Madneſs, till 


their City and Glorious Temple were deſtroy d; 


till their Government was aboliſh'd; till their 
Country became deſolate, and the wretched 


Remains of them were either baniſh'd, or fold, 


as Saves, or carry'd off as Captives to grace the 
Triumphs of their Enemies. 5 

This, this, Alas! was at length the Fate of 
this Favourite Nation; they for ſook God, and 


God for ſook them, to the Fatal Conſequences of 


their Sins; and gave them up to that Judicial 
Blindnefs, as not to ſee the Means of their Sal- 
vation. An * Infatuation that ſtill refts upon 
their perverſe Poſterity, as if deſign'd to he a 
laſting Teſtimony of the Wrath of God a- 
gainſt them. work 1 
Now from hence let us, and others, learn, 


what are like to be the ſad Conſequences, of 


along Abuſe of the Divine Goodneſs and Mer- 


— 


— — — 


*Quidnant vero Illi recte ſentire et ſapere poſſunt, qui poſt 
illam Domini cedem, mentibus capti, non ratione aliqua ſed 
Impotenti Impetu, quocunque eos inſitus impellit furor ducun- 
tur. Epiſt. Conſtant. M. ad omnes. Eccleſias. Ex Niſeph. 
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cy. To this End theſe two following uſeful 


Obſervations muſt be very obvious tõ us. 
Hirſt, That a People or Nation, to whom God 


vouchſafes great and extraordinary Bleſſings, 
are for that Reaſon oblig'd to a return of ex- 


traordinary Piety and Virtue, and to abound 


in good Works in ſome Proportion to the a- 


bundant Bleſſings, and the Means of Grace that 
are conferr'd upon them: It being the Rule 
in the + Divine Account, that to whom moſt 


is given, of them moſt will be requir'd; and 
they who have moſt Talents will be expected 


to make the beſt Improvements; ſo that ſuch 
as partake moſt of the Divine Bounty, ought to 
be the moſt hearty and zealous in the Divine 
Service. 9 „ 

Secondly, That when a People ſhall do other- 
wiſe, and in Contempt of the greateſt Encou- 
ragements given to be Good, ſhall yet dare to 
be the moſt provoking Sinners, they muſt then 
expect the greateſt Puniſhments ; becauſe an 
Abuſe of moſt Bleſſings neceſſarily. calls for a 
Return of the heavieſt Judgments. And ſince 
publick States and Societies, as ſuch, are to ex- 
pect their Retributions in this Life, as was ſeen 


in the, Caſe of the Jews, we muſt then conclude; 


that an Abuſe of National Bleſſings will be vi- 
fired and. follow'd with Publick and National 


Calamities. 


Ile 12,48. 
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Now that we may be the more ſenſible of our 
own Concernment m theſe DoQrines, and be 
able to make the moſt uſeful Applications of them 
to ourſelves, I propoſe theſe three Things. 

1ſt, To conſider the Great and Extraordinary 


Bleſſings and Favours, that the Divine Provi- 


dence has vouchſafed to us, the People of tlits 
„ e ee 

_ *2ly, To conſider how very much wehayt 
been wanting to our Duty, by making ſo very 
ill and unſuitable Returns for thoſe great and 
ſignal Bleſſings. r 

zaly, To- conſider, for that Reaſon, how 
much we are N le ſeriouſly to attend to the 
Duty now enjoyn'd us; that is, to humble our 
ſelves before God, and to repent us truly of our 
Sins, that they may not be our Ruin. But, 

Hrſt, I am to conſider the Great and Extra- 
ordinary Bleſſings and Favours, G C”4 „ 

This is à Subject fo very Rich and Copious, 
as that it is not to be reduc'd into the Compaſs 
of this ſhort Diſcourſe ; I muſt therefore con- 
tent my ſelf, by giving only ſome general Hints 
and Intimations of them. For, but upon a very 
curſory vie y taken of the ſeveral Inſtancvs of 
the Divine Bounty, and of the many Advan 
ges and Privileges; Natutal and Civil,” Temp 
ral and Spirituah that We are bleffd, with, ma 
it not be ase d, who are they, What State, what 
Kingdom, or what Nation wider H 
there thitican With us?? bw, | O 101. 11! 

002. 0 Did mi fl 03 baf9o19y; 


* | B God 


; tion, but for ma 
2 beneficial Commerce with the remoteſt Na- 
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God hath 5 us in a Serene, a Gs. 


rate and a. Healthy Climate, free fram. the Ter- 
rors and Deſolations of Earthquakes and Volca- 
nos; free from the frequent, Annoyances of 


Plagues and Peſtilences; in a rich and fertile 


Land, that plentifully yields, all we can deſire, 
not only. for the Support, but for, the Comforts 


and Delights of Li and that in ſuch Abun- 
dance, as: affords Supplies, not only ſor its Na- 
ny Foreign Countries, and for 


tions. 


Jo render us as ſecure, as; we are remarkable 
for 


many Ad [VANtAges, | is in not. a very valua- 
te by ven us, that Indulgent Naturę 


Gbr, us with, the Ocean? . Which is a D 


certainly much more impregnable than that of 
Walls and Bullworks ; and wou d free us eaſily, 


(were we ſo wiſe and goodas to be well united to 


each other) from all the Frights and Dangers. 


lowed to ſpeak of it beſore thoſe who 


of Surprizes, or kane uren either the ſad 
; Neve ity, os Expences, that others are oblig d to 


having numerous, Forces to defend their 
n 


But further, that which is our reculiar Glory, 


and that makes. us af Once DT de | 


iration. of the World, is (if 1 Yon Fel 


it) the, ſingular Excellency and Happineſs PA 


our Conſtitution. That whereas the Nations 


that ſurround us are reduc'd to, Slavery, and 


TR to the imperious Dictates, of I know - 


4 e not 
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the Houſe 
not what, arbitrary and lawleſs Powers; yet a 
kind and auſpicious Providence has {till preſer- 
ved our Liberty (and may God long continue it 
that we are ruPd not like Beaſts, not like Bond- 
Slaves, but like Men; and that it is the Glory 
of our Monarchy to have ſuch its Subjects. A 
Monarchy fo benign and auſpicious, as to know 
no Tyranny; adorn'd like that of Heaven, with 
the Prerogative and Powers of doing whate- 
ver Good a virtuous Prince can wiſh for; and as 
n from the Evils one 


| chat merits | LO de eiteemee Ine, 
as eingebe delt that can Be well deviſe 

Human Wiſdom, to promote the mutual Wel. 
fare both of the Sovereign and the Subject, to 
maintain the true Grandeur of the one, and the 
jut Rights and Properties of the other-; to in- 
fluence the Prince to rejoyce in doing Good, and 
being Beneficent to his Country,; as a tender 
Parent to His People on the ole Rand, and to 
Influence the People as his Children to be Duti- 
ful and Obedient to him on the other; and to be 


Barugde * 4 wih dur 6 A be 5 Þ os py c4v ub Sv. 
ci i ] Scit Rex, itaque eſt ille qui imperat ſecundum 
Leges, et proc lüs eſt Scientià imperandi volentibus. 
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true and faithful in that Obedience for Conſci- 
ence fake, ; and not only for the Fear of Wrath, 
but on the nobleſt Principle, that of Love. 
Secondly, As in our Secular, fo have we been 
moſt eminently favour'd by the Divine Good- 
neſs in our Spiritual and Religious Intereſts. 
For when in the Fullneſs of Time God thought 
fit to reveal his Will by his Son concerning Man's 
Salvation, and to recal the World from Pagan 
Ignoranee and Idolatry, it is well known that 
this happy“ Iſland was with the earlieſt of 
the Gentiles converted to Chriſtianity ; that as 
it had the Hononr of the firſt Chriſtian Monrach 
to make it the national and eſtabliſhed Faith, 
ſo it had of giving Birth to the firſt Chriſtian 
Emperor, who made it the Eſtabliſhment of the 

| MET IRE ' 712 of He OVIg IT 
It afterward the malignant Poiſon, firſt of the 

* Arrian, and then of the Pelagian Hereſy, crept 
in, or ſprung up among us to invade our Quiet, 
and to corrupt our Faith, and ſo, made way for 
thoſe Judgments and Deluſions that enſlay'd us 


to the Roman See, (and God grant that the ſame 


Attempts being now reviv'd may not be follow- 


— 


* E * ” — 
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*Britanniam.noſtram et fidem recepiſſe mox a Paſſione Chriſti, 
et ab ipſis quiden diſcipulis fuis, multa perhibent Teſtimonia, 
Spclm. Con. J. 1. p. 1. Lucium unanimiter ferunt recipiſſe fidem 
ab Eieatberis. Lid. p. 31“ C3 Net 
* *Manſit hæc Chriſti capitis & Membrorum conſonantia ſua- 
vis donec Arriana perſida atrox, ſeu anguis tranſmarina nobis 


evomens venena, fratres in unum habitantes-exitfabiliter face- 


ret lejungi. Seeim. Bed. p- 288. 4 
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ed by the like Confuſions) but when I fay by 
theſe Corruptions, we unhappily relapſed again 
to almoſt a Pagan Superſtition and Idolatry; ſo 
as that Legends and corrupt Traditions, inſtead 
of the Divine Oracles; and that the Worſhip of 
Men, Women, and Angels, inſtead of that of 
the Living God, together with all the abſurd 
Inventions of Mill H orſbip, inſtead of the pure 
and rational Religion of the Goſpel, were im- 
ou upon us; when this was the fad Circum- 
ance of all the Weſtern Churches, and of all 
others captivated to the RomanYoke, with what 
Pleaſure ſhould we reflect on that Goodneſs that 
delivered us before ſo many others from that 
Bondage, by a happy Reformation: A Refor- 
mation, that has again ſettled our Church, upon 
her old and juſt Foundations, theWord of God ; 
and thereby reſtored her to her primitive and: 
ancient Purity, ſo as to be Orthodox in her Faith 
and Doctrines, excellently Pious in her Liturgy, 
and Edifying and Decent in her Ceremonies. 


. That this Holy Religion might want no Mo- 


tives, no Endearments to recommend it to us; 


what a noble Cloud- of Witneſſes, of Saints; 


Martyrs, and Confeſſors, of excellent Biſhops; 


uſeful Paſtors, and other good Men from Time 


to Time has the Divine Goodneſs raiſed up 
among us? Who by. their ſhining Piety, and 
faithful Precepts, and: by their matchleſs Wri- 
tings, polemical and practical, addreſſed botlr 
from the Pulpit and the Preſs; and who by li- 
wing innocently, and ſuffering patiently, even un- 
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that Account oblig d to excel in Goadnefs, and 
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to Death, have ;gloriouſly given the utmoſi 
. to the Trutk and Efficacy of our 

altn. Finanz ugs s on. ; 
And now if we reflect upon theſe feveral 
Means of Grace, and upon the great Aſſiſtan- 
ces and Incitements to Holineſs and irtue,with 
which our Church is diſtinguiſhed to a Degree 


equal, if not ſuperior, to any in the Univerſe ; 


what other Nation therefore is there that is on 


to be diſtinguiſh'd by ſuperiour Degrees of Pro- 
bity and Piety as we are? For to whom is it 
that the great God hath been ſo good and graci- 
ens as to us, witk Regard to our Happinets, both 
Temporal and Eternal? Burt 
_ Thiraly, We have yet further Pledges, of the 
Divine Love, and ſuch as never to be for- 
gotten by us, L mean the ſignal, the almoſt mi- 
raculous Deliyerances vouchſafed ſo often. both 
Ub per was and State: Our Sins, our Follies 
la ve often call'd for Diſcipline, often proved 
God's Wrath agaiuſt us, and conſequently expo- 
{ed us to be troubled and diſtreſſed by thoſe that 
hated us; but (till, with what Clemency, wich 
what Mercy have our Puniſhments been tem- 
pered to teach us that not our Ruin, but aur Re- 
formation was thereby intended And 
When (to be the more affected with the: 
Senſe of the Divine Clemency and our Delive- 
ranees)5we look back upon the various Arts and 
Methoch of our Enemies {Enemies not to be: 


deſpiſed either for their Skill, or Power) who 


have 
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ha ve ſo long labour'd to undo us, fometime 
by open Violence and Hoſtility, and ſometime 
by ſecret Treachery and Villany; and that they 
have ſtuck at no Maſſacres, no Murders, no 
Seditians, or Conſpiracies, no Treaſons or Re- 
bellions, and no baſe Aſſaſſinations to effect our 
Ruin; is it not then a Miracle of Mercy that we 
have been hitherto preſer vd and ſhou'd we not 
with all Humility aſcribe it to God's Mercy, 
and not our Merits; to God's Providence, and 
not our Foreſight, that fo many wicked Devices, 
Ao many one Coftrivances form'd againſt us, 
have been defeatetl and confounded 2 
heſe are Things too wel known, to be long 
lifted; on this honourable Audience, which 1s 
| 10 converſant in the Hiſtories, not only of our 
* but of all Nations, and therefore needs 
appriz d by me, 'of the great: Things 
God has done in aſt, for this Church ant 
Nation, and much leſs of thoſe end 5 
Remembrance. pets og 
For you that have been W uneſſes t6 the De- 
ltr tian that have ſo oſten threaten'd us, you 
that have ſeen dur Religion and our Laws. in 
their laſt Extremitics, you that have ſeen our 
| ies and  Difſentions almoſt inſtam'd 
into the (mercileſs. Barbarities of à civil War, 
you that ſo well know How many and how 
great our Dangers and Diſtreſſes lia ve been, 
and how ſtrange à concurtrenee of wonderful 
and kind Providences have interven d {6 often 
wick EO? reſcue- Nay, you-that have the "is 
re: 
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ſure to refle&, many of you, that in the Hands, 
of Providence, you yourſelves: have been 0 
much the Inſtruments of our Deliverances, that 
your. wiſe Proceed ings in the Senate and the 
Council, and that your eady conduct and valour 
in our Fleets and Armies, have happily experi- 
enc'd the Divine Beneficence, in the Succeſſes 
and Victories you have gain'd for the wellfare 
of your Country. The grateful Impreſſions of 
theſe Things, I ſay, being as yet ſo lively, and 
ſo well fixt in your Ar I bro no longer 
need to dwell upon them. 
This _ ſuffice, as to Vac particular: 1 
2 2dly, To conſider how very much we. 
been wanting to our Duty, by making 
4 ill and unſuitable Returns for n great 
8 Bleſſings,” | 
Upon a Review of the foregoing Advantages, | 
and of that : auſpicious Providence that has ta- 
ken ſo much Care of us, might it not be well 
expected, that we were poſſeſsd· witli the moſt 
8 Apprehenſions of the Divine Bounty 
towards us; that we. were truly ſenſible of our 
Happineſs, and accordingly thankful, for ſq 
ealy, and ſo mild a Government; heartily Y Loyal” 
to our moſt gracious Sovereig n, and as HeArtily 
well affected one towards e Ant ahh 
a holy Life we ſtudyꝰd to adorn that rey 
8 which God liath hirherto ſo'wo 
fully (preſerved to us g for ſuchſ undqubte 
WE to he gur Acknowlegem dais for fol * 
mention d Bleſſings, bur, Alt alas! to Our Shames, 
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and God grant, that to our Amendment alfo it 

be ſpoken, inſtead of thoſe dutiful Returns which 

the Divine Bleſſings have fo juſtly, call'd for, 

oy undutiful, how ungrateful have we been 
ep wp 1231772 


charg'd upon the Jews in the Context, that are 
not too prevailing ambog us? Were they tax'd 
with Coveteouſneſs, with Oppreſſion, with In- 
temperance, Drunkennefs, Pride, Luxury, with 
Perverſeneſs in inverting the Names of Good 
and Evil, with carnal Security, and a ſtrange 
Vanity of thinking themſelves Wiſe, when they 
were moſt . Fooliſh, as being extremely wicked; 
are theſe the fad Enormities complain'd of in 
the Jer, and for which they were to be de- 
firoy'd ? and can it be deny d that the ſame, nay, 
and many other Impieties, are not become the 
crying Sins of this Land? For of what complaiu- 
ings of Oppreſſious in ver Streets, and of Violence in 
our High Ways as we not frequently, hear of ? Of 
what Mercileſs and J-wiſhCoveteouſnefs on the 
one Hand, and of what boundleſs Luxury and 
Extravangaucies on the other 1 
And tho the glorious Light of the Goſpel has 
ſhin'd ſo long upon us, in To bright a Manner, 
yet good God! to how little Purpoſe; for what 
Returns have we made in any meaſure ſuitable 


: 
Ll 
* 


o ſo plentiful a Diſpenſation of it? How often 


_ is that Holy Religon which was given to be bur 
Rule of Wor{bir, and which is 7% Wiſdom of the 


great God daringiy made the Subject of pro- 
2012 C 


phane 


Are there any of the fad Abominations 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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hane Railery? How is that holy Religion, that 
favs upon us all the Tyes imaginable of being 
united in the Bonds of Charity one towards 
another? How 1s it perverted to quite another 
Purpoſe, and made to be the common Topick 
of Diſputes. and Wranglings ? And that ſome- 
times by ſuch, whoſe 'Time and Pains undoubt- 
edly might much more uſefully be employed, 
more to the Edification of the People, more to 
the Tranquillity of Church and State, in incul- 
cating uncontroverted Duties, than (for the ſake, 
perhaps, of ſhewing more their Parts than Piety) 
in reviving old, or creating new ; Diſputes, or 
| - APO, TR gy CY 
But not to inſiſt too long on ſo diſagreeable a 


_ provoking towards God; too pernicious in their 


own Nature to conſiſt, or to be Fange with 
the Favour of God, or our Safety; ſince it is {a 


manifeſt that there are among us ſo many 
vicious Libertines, ſo many prophane Scoffers 
of Religion, ſo many perjurd Wretches, that 
18 in Oppoſition to their molt ſolemn Obliga- 
5 tions, 


1 
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tions, and ſo many thatdaringly avow their Infi- 
delity; and indulge themſelves without controul 
in their Extravagances ; fortheſe are Things that 
can't go long unpuniſhed in any State, if they 
are not repented of. | 

* *Tis true indeed, (and God be protec for it) 
that theſe Impieties are not yet ſo ſpreading as 
to be univerſal / God forbid they ever ſhould) for 
to our Comfort be it ſpoken, there are among us 
alſo many worthy Perſons, no leſs diſtinguiſh- 


—é 


able for their Piety and Vertue, than others for 


their Impiety and Debauchery; Men that fear 
God, and that obey the King, deteſting both the 
Guilt of Hypocriſy toward the one, and Dit. 
loyalty toward the other; Men that have a due 
Regard to their Oaths and Promiſes, that eſchew 
Fol and do Good, that are not aſham'd of their 


Religion, and ſhew it, not by loud Pretences, 


not by extolling Parties, but in . rv od tru- 
ly, "264,286 Juſtice, In lovin Nun, da tuch 
ing to be quiet, and to do their own. Buſineſs ; 
and in a Word, by n e ee not 
only to ſave their own. Souls, but the Souls 
of others 0. B l 2255 

Theſe, cheſe are ſurely the moſt propitious and 
the beſt Guardians of our Land; theſe are they 
that have hitherto ſtood between us and Deftru- 
tion, and warded off the Thunderbolts of the 


Divine Vengeance. And we ſhould pray that 
it may pleaſe God by the Efficacy of his Grace, 
to add daily, to the N umber of thoſe Holy. a 5 
Tutelar Patriots, ſeeing we have ſo much Rea- 
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fon to believe it to be owing to their Goodneſs 
and their Piety, to the Intereſt, that they have 
with God, and tlieir powerful Interceſſion for us 
that we are yet preſerv d. Butt 
Tho' God, for their Prayers, and for his own 
Mercy's fake ( which. ſhould lead us to Repen- 
tance) doth as yet with-hold his Vengeance, and 
wait for our Amendment, yet, let us not be fo 
deluded as to imagine that even infinite Mercy 
can endure for to be ſtill abuſed. For God hath 
plainly told us that when a People proves incor- 
rigible, He will viſit them in the ſevereft Manner, 
that his Eye mill not ſpare, nor will he il bat that 
he will judge them according to their Ways, and re- 
compence upon them their Abaminations. Nay, and 
that tho” Saints fo illuſtrious, and ſo dear and va- 
luable to him, as Noah, Daniel, and Job, ſhould 
be the Members of aState, or Nation, that was 
incorrigibly. corrupt and vicious, they ſhould 
deliver but their own Souls, — That the, Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Righteous ſhould be upon him, == but 
that theWirkedneſs of thè Nicted ſhould be upon them. 
It belioves us therefore to look well to it, leaſt 
we be thought incorrigible, and leaſt our 
Impieties encreaſe and multiply to that Terrible 
degree, as in the Divine Eſtimate, to he account: 
&F'irips „ <H5HHHHHETST 
That we may be juſtly ſenſible of this Danger, 
it becomes us often to remember on the one. 
hand, by 'what a multitude of Obligations we: 


are engag'd to be a Virtuous and Religious 758 
kB 
tr. 


ple, and on the other, how far ſhort, as to i 
r 


— 


— 


finitely the greateſt Number, we are from an- 
ſwering of tfuis Character; and hen e ſeriouſ- 
ly think, of this, and read the Fate of God's Re- 
bellious People, whom we imitate ſo much, what 
a Concern and Terror ſhould the Appehenſion 


of our Danger ſtrike into us? For can we think 


that th e juſt Gd, the Righteous Judge of all the 
Farth, will not he aveng d of thoſe :who| dare 
preſumpriouſly:to. inſult his Laws ; and if we 
ask the Generations of old, and the Ages that 
axe paſt, What State, What Kingdom ever was 
there, when once mend Vice and 
Immorality, that was ſuffer d to go unpuniſhed? 
No, hence aroſe the Ruin, hence the certain 
Deſolation. of all the Empires in the Univerſe ; 
when no other Enemy could effect it, their own. 
Sins and, Wickedneſs, grown to a Heigth, have 


ores fail to ruin them; being forſaken of the 
Divine Bleſſing, they commonly fell a Victim 
to their ee and Diſſentions. 
Seeing then chat the juſt God did not ſpare his 
eee e and that he even forſook: 


Jeru alem his. Delight among Men, when it was 
defiled with Wickedneſs, can we think that he 


Will not deal with us, and, others, in the like 


Manner, when our A bominations ſhall be equal 

Wenns But this brings me tom ye 
Third and La#t Particular, Which, is to ſhew 

that tlie Senſe of our Tranſgreſſions ſhould ob- 


lige us in the moſt ſolomn Manner to attend to 


the Duty of this Day; to humble ourſelves be- 
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ore God, and to repent us of our Sins that they 
may not 'be our Ruin. 


rom theSenſe of our Unworthinefs we can't 
but ſee the abſolute, the indiſpenfible Neceſſity 
of Repentance : And happy for us that we are 
allow'd-that Privilege to ern dur Ruin; Re- 
pentance being the Sanctuary, being the fare 
and happy Refuge, and the laſt Support and 
Comfort of diſtreſſed Sinners ; for when their 
Sins with-hold good Things from them, when 
the dreadful Judgments of Heaven are ready 
to break out upon them, and that they are ws 
the Brinks of Ruin, the only Hope. then 155 
whereby to avert the Storm, Wi to concilia 
the Peace and Favour of the offended Petty, bs 
Repentance. And. 

What Repentance means, you now, is to 
enter into a ſtrict Examination of the Evil of 
our Ways, not after the Manner of Diffemblers 
with God, ' for God will not be mock d, but 5 
as to beget in us a juſt Abhorrence of our Abo- 
minations, and to be heartily afflicted and grie- 
ved for them, humbly to acknowledge them, 
with all the Aggravations that attend them, to, 
deprecate that Wrath and Vengeance which we 
deſerve; to reſolve upon a better Obedience for 


the future; and to beg for Grace to be confirm'd 
in theſe our Pious Reſolutions. And, 


If by theſe penitential Exerciſes we afflict our 
ſelves in ſome Proportion, to the Heinouſneſs of 
our Guilt, till wel reak the Bonds of Wicked- 
neſs, ceaſe to do Evil, and learn to do well, and 


add, 
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add, hereto out moſt importunate Supplications 
at the Throne of Grace, for the Pardon of our Sins, 
and of the crying Sins of theſe Kingdoms; we 
may then humbly hope that God will {till rejoice 
to do us Good, have Mercy upon us, and avert 
the heavy Judgments that our Sins ſo loudly call 
for; it being written for our Comfort, That he 
who N N his Sin and forſaketh it ſhall have Mer- 
cy ; and that to the Lord our God belong Mercies and 
Forgiveneſſes, th we have yebell'd againſt him. Nay, 
and that ſhould the Caſe be ſuch, as that the Di- 
vine Judgments ſhould be actually iſſued forth, 
as, that the Heaven ſhould be ſhut up, and there be 
no Rain; or that the Locuſts be commanded to devour _ 
the Land, or that a Peſtilence be ſent among the Peo- 
ple. Even in thoſe diſmal Circumſtances, the 
Gracious God hath promiſed, That if my People, 
ſays he, who are calld by my Name ſhall humble them- 
ſelves, and pray, and ſer my Face, and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from Heaven, and.. 
will forgide their Sin, and will heal their Land. 
ei, en Ta onan «ph 
So then, as Our whole Welfare, Happineſs, ant 
Security is to come from God, fo the Means, We 
ſee, of being-entitVd*o it, is Repentance. But 
we ſhall be the better able t fe our great Con- 
cernment in this Duty, the Neceſſity of Recourſe. 
to it at this Time, and in ſome Meaſure aſter 
what Manner it ſhould be done, if we attend 
to theſe TWO following Conſiderations. 
Hirſt, To the Confideration of the Aggravati- 
ons that our Sins do admit o. 8 
ip! | e- 
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Secondly, To that of the Judgments: that we! 
are at prèſent threat ned Wirh. And, . 
Hirſt, Of the Aggravations that our Sins 8. 
admit of; of thoſe I crave to inſtance but in only 
Two, viz That they are committed in Contempt 
of tlie Divine Goodneſs, that ſhould have obli- 
ged us to our Duty; and Secondly, in Deſpiglit 
of thoſe fartherly Corrections, that ſhould have 
reclaim'd us to it. 

Hrſt then, It behoves us to reflect how egre i- 
ouſly. we have abuſed the Divine Goodneſs; 1 
as much, as that we have not been only barren 
of good Works, but abounded in thoſe 4 are 
Wicked, in Deſpight of all that the Diyine Good- 
neſs hath done tor us. That Immorality a nd Im- 
piety, and all the Works of Darkneſs, Would be 
the Produce and Growth of the dark and un- 
lighten d Parts of the World is not to be ad- 
mir'd, while they are unhappily ſo deſtitute of 
divine Knowledge, and of the Means of Grace. 
But God be bleſs th, the Caſe is otherwiſe with. 
us, we are not thus forſaken, nor left to go aſtray 
in the ee to be benightedin.the 
gl vs Reon gl of the Shad wiof Death. 

775 at if We, 90 1 850 been reſcubd out of" | 
this m erable, State, if wWe, who have ſ0:1 long” 
enjoy'd ſo ſereng ang clear a Light of the 
divine and pure N e if we that have 
the Oracles of the living God {peaking in our 


own Tongue; if we. that have a Religion ſo 


eſtabliſh d on DK ſo Worthy of A God to 
| give andfo worthy of the moſt exalteq Reaſon to 


acquieſce 
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achbicſcs in; if. we that have not only the beſt 
I 


ructions ſet before us, but are call'd upon 


ſo often, and in ſo many Ways, in Books and 
Sermons, with the moſt Affectionate and Pathe- 
tick Exhortations, to the Obſervation of them 


and that have ſuch ſtrong Engagements in the 


bright Examples of ſo many excellent Perſons, 
to excite us to our Duty; if, notwithſtanding 
all theſe rich Cultivations, we have been not 
only barren of good Fruit, but like the degene» 
rated Vine in the Text, we have brought forth 
ſour Grapes, that is, if in deſpight of all thoſe 
Means that have been us'd to make us Good, 
we have daringly ſin'd againſt Light, as it 
were in contempt of Grace, in contempt of out 
own ſolemn Vows and Engagements, and in 
contempt of all the Threats and Promiſes of the 
Goſpel. Alas, if this be indeed our Caſe, ought 
we not to ſtand amaz'd at the Riches of that 
Mercy, that has hitherto ſpar'd us? Ought we 
not to adore that Goodneſs that has not yet 
remov'd our Candleſtick for ſo baſe a Neglect, 
and fo daring an abuſe of it? And ought we not 
to have an Indignation againſt ourſelves, and 
to be overwhelm'd with Shame and Sorrow 
at the Remembrance of having been fo undutt- 
ful and diſobedient to fo gracious and ſo good a 
God? We that ſtand in need of ſo much For- 


giveneſs, ought to be more earneſt in our Repen- 


ance; and we that have experienc'd fo very 
much of the divine Goodnefs ought (accordin 
} A 449 1 16 _ a TY 1 1 4 
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to our Saviour's Rule) to be by ſo much the 
more intent and fervent in our Love of God. 
. Secondly, It is to be alſo fear d, that tlie little 
or no Effect which the Afflictions and Puniſh- 
ments we have been already viſited with for 
our Sins, may be another Aggravation of them; 
for ſince Aflictions ſpring not from the Duſt, are 
not the Effects of a blind chance, but of a wiſe 
and ſteady Providence. For, It is I, faith the 
Lord, that make Peace and create Evil, and ſhall. 
there be any Evil [_i.e. of Affliction] iz the City, 
and the Lord hath not done it. Amos 3. G. We ſhou'd 
then remember that when Afflictions come, to 
look upon them, as ſent from God, either to try 
our Vertue, or to correct our Folly,  _ 
When we then reflect upon our own De- 
merits, and upon the Troubles and Calamities 
that have befallen us, we ought from thence to 
be aſſur d both of our Provocations againſt God, 
and of his Diſpleaſure againſt us. Ts true we 
ſhou'd not hence infer, that we are not the 
greateſt Sinners, becauſe we have not been the 
reateſt Sufferers, for ſometimes God allows a 
oe Time to ſome than others for Repentan- 
ces; yet if we attend either to the Number, or 
Nature, of the Troubles wherewith we have 
been exercis'd, We ſhall have little Reaſon to 
infer thence that in the divine Eſtimate, We are 
not lock d upon as very great and provoking 
Sinners. Hs | 
For tho” (God be prais'd) we have not a late 
Experience of Peſtilence, or Famine, nor of the 
| bloody. 
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bloody Outrages of a civil War, nor of the mer- 
cibeſs Deſolations of Fire and Sword, ſcatter d by 
a Foreign Enemy within our Borders; but tho? 
we have not felt thoſe ſore Calamities, (and God 
grant we never may), yet how often have they 
threaten'd us, and how narrowly have we 
eſcap'd (at leaſt ſome of) them? How long have 
we been menac'd and inſulted by the Popiſh 
Power? How for more than Thirty Years to- 
gether, have we been engag'd as it were, but in 
One uninterrupted . in the Defenſe of our 
Religion and our Laws ? How many Thouſands 
of our dear and brave Country-Men have ſacri- 
fic'd their Lives on the one Hand, and what an 
ineſtimable Expence of Treafures on the other, 
have we been oblig'd to, for the Support of it? 


Again, how great are the Damages and Loſſes, 


that we have ſuſtainꝰd by Sea and Land, and not 
only by Foreign Depredations, but by the 
Fraud and Rapine of -Domeſtick Bubbles and 
Impoſtures ? And when we conſider of thoſe and 
"whatever other Evils that have befallen us, 
which have affected ſo many Thouſands of Fa- 
milies; can we think that the Wiſe and Good 
God did inflict thoſe Evils, or ſend thoſe Puniſh- 
ments for nought? Or can we imagine, that 
that (gracious Being who grieves not willingly 
the Children of Men, wowd afflict and diſei- 
pline us thus ſeverely, if our Sins and Wicked- 
neſs did not make it neceſſary? May we not in 
many of our Sufferings, read the ſinful Cauſes 
of them, and obſerve the Finger of God in the 
D 2 Puniſh- 
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Puniſhment pointing out the Wickedneſs that 
occaſion'd it? But have we ſeriouſſy conſider'd 
theſe Things? Have they made any juſt Impreſ- 
ſions upon us; or can we ſay that we have been 
duly humbPd under the mighty Hand of God, 
in thoſe his Puniſhments ; or have they wrought 

any conſiderable Reformation among us? Have 
the Contederacies of ſo many Foreign Enemies 
againſt. us, united us to one another, andcur'd us 
of our civil Diſcords and Animoſities ? Has the 
Senſe of the great and heavy Debts we have 
contracted, made us better Husbands or more 
Frugal-? Or have the Damages and Loſſes we 
have ſufer'd abated our Pride, or retrench'd our 
Luxuries ? Or Laſtly, have the Dangers we have 
been in of loſing our Religion oblig'd us to a 

better and ſtricter Obſervance of it? Alas, if all 

our Puniſhments and Corrections have had fo. 
little or no Effect upon us, as the Heinouſneſs of 

our Guilt myſt be thereby inhanc'd; ſo muft it 
follow, that for being thus obdurate and Impeni- 

tent, we ſhall trea ſure up unto our Selves greater 
Degrees of Vengeance againſt the Day of Wrath : 

Which brings me in the. | LIT . 

Laſt Place to obſerve, That the Conſideration 
of the dreadful. Judgments we are at preſent 
threaten'd with, is another Motive that calls up- 
on us to a very ſtrict and unfeigned Repentance. 
If we conſider our ſelves in our preſent Circum- 
ſtances, we have reaſon to imagine, that the 
great God looks upon us with much of that 
Concern that our Bleſſed Lord was in, une 
. 1 
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he | beheld Jeruſalem, and ſaid, Oh !. that thou 
hadſt ſeen, in this thy day. the iy belonging to 
thy peace. That he Condoles our Obſtinac 

Perverſeneſs,.and, as it were, wiſhes and deſires 
our Repentance and Converſion before it be 


too Late. But if no Threats, if no Promiſes, if 


no Mercies, nor Corrections are available to 
reclaim us, we muſt not then think, that God will 
fill ſtrive with man; for when Men prove In- 
corrigible, Mercy then ceaſes, and Juſtice will 


take Place. And if it comes to this Extre- 
mity, if the Righteous God, who is arm d with the 


terrors | almighty power,,., who has heaven and earth, 
with all. the powers therein, with the Iſſues ¶ life 
and death at his command; - who is a conſuming fire 
to deſtroy the works and workers 45 iniquity; if 

this Tremendous Being comes forth to Judg- 


ment, Alas, Who can ſtand before his. Indignation, 


or-who, can abide the Tierceneſs of his Anger]? Hab. 
r e | | 


And now. we are to remember, that while 


we are impenitent, we are at Enmity with this 
moſt dreadful Being, Who can at once deprive. us 
of all that we enjoy, and all that we can hope 
for, and inflict upon us all the Evils we are capa- 
ble of enduring, or that we can fear. That 


while we are. at Enmity with him, his ſo- 


reſt Judgments ſtand in Array againſt us; that 
one of them. is,. as it were, at this Time bran- 
diſh'd over our Heads; I mean that ragingꝰPeſti- 
tence, now let looſe to ſpread its Deſolations in 
the next Kingdom to us; and we ſhould * m- 
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ber, that the Mea fing or char is, uc rel hs, 
That they are not greater Sinners than we are, but 


that if we repent not, we muſt likewiſe periſh. And, 

That we 5 be ſo affected as We ought to be 

at the Greatneſs of our Danger, we ſhonld conſi- 

der, at leaſt, a little of the diſmal Deſolations that 
we hear of; conſider as welt of the Strangeneſs, 
as the Terrour of ſeeing Men in their beſt Age 

and Vigour, as it 'were by Multitudes falling 

dead in the Streets and High-ways 5; of feeing 

Crowds of noiſome Carcafles lie unburied; and 


' rotting above Ground for want of Hands to re- 


move them ; of ſeeing populous Towns and Ci- 
ties almoſt quite de populated, and of ſeeingRich 
and well Tnh2bited Provinces in ſo fhort Hime 
made deſtitute of Inhabitants, and almoſt turn- 
ed into a Deſert. And if at this diſtance theſe 
Miſeries can't but appear very moving to us; 
Good Gbd, how unffeakable would our Ter- 
rour and Concern be, if they were our dwh? 
Or, what more'deplorable Idea can we form to 
-ourſelves, than if this Contagion came among 
us, and that we in oui Turn ſhouldbe alſo. ford 
to ſee our Friends and Neighbours fall b 
Thouſands at bur Sides, and by Ten Thouſand 
at our Right Hand, to hear at onde on every 
ſide the Cries and Groans of the Dying and tlie 
Living; to have our Habitations converted in- 
to notfome Priſons; and to fee this great Metropo- 
lis, this famous Mart of Nations, ſpew out her 


Inhabitants, and the like fpreading Deſolation 


over-run our Country? Now when we turn 
| | Our 
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our Thoughts to theſe black and Fragical Views, 
and remember how] very nearly they approach c 
us; unleſs the wonted Mirac oles of the Divine 
Mercy interpoſe on our Behalf; can there be 
any Apprehenſions more awakening, to oblige 
us with the utmoſt Diligence to make our Peace 
with God ? In a Word, If we have any Re- 
gard for thecommon Good, any Concern for the 
Welfare of our Native Country, or ſor thoſe in 
it that are deareſt to us, and for our ſelves; it 
behoves us without Delay, and before it be too 
late, ta conciliate his Favour who can alone pre- 
Thus does it appear as well from a View of 
the-Judgments here with We are threatened, * 
as from the Aggravations that our Sins do ad- 
mit of, how fincere and extraordinary our Hu- 
miliation and Repentance ſhould be. . 
To ſum up all; If in a juſt Light we ſet be- 
fore us theſe ſeveral Conſiderations. Fir, How 
much We have to anſwer to God for having ſo 
long abus d his Goodneſs, and making ſuch ill 
Returns for all the Inſtances of his Love toward 
us; how much we have to anſwer for being ſo 
obdurate and harden'd againſt Correction; and 
fiting ſo little by the Diſcipline whereby his 
rey would reclaim us; and how much there- 
fore God muſt be incens'd againſt us, as we have 
Reaſon to believe alſo. from the terrible Judg- 
ments that are preſeared- before us. If the 
Senſe of theſe Things have a due Effecł upon 
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us, we ſhall be neceſſarily. convinc'd of our 
Obligation to the following Rules. 


Fir, With the deepeſt Humility, and with 


a Holy and Religious Fear to proſtrate our- 


ſelves before God, To acknowledge thal me have 
nat walked in bis Laws which he hath ſet before us, to 
acknowledge that to him belungeth Righteouſneſs, but 
to us Confuſion, to our Kings, tu our Princes, to 
our Fathers, and our ſelves, becauſe we have ſiuned 

againſi him. TIC) 1 bis 2. 01 $19169D/ 318 781: 
_ Secondly, In the devouteſt Manner to implore 
God's Mercy, to contend with him with ſtrong 
Cries and Tears, That he correct us not in his An. 
ger, leait he bring us to Nothing, that he may not 
remember the crying Sins and Offences of theſe 


+. Kingdoms, but that according tu his Mere bemaß 


think upon us for his Gobdneſs ſake, preſerve us from 


the noiſome Peſtilence, deliver our Sauls from Death, 
and 


rom all the Evils that we have deſert/d. 
I 2)  anDiiiiobilito)d 1819v2t 21913 en 930; 
Thirdly, To be qualified, and made ſit Ob- 
jects for that Mercy; to reſolve to forſake 
the Evil of our Ways; to purſue the Things that . 
make for our Peace; to abhor all Prophaneneſs 
and Irreligion ; to be aſham'd of our Civil Diſ-— 
cords and Contentions, which tend to render us 
ſo pernicious toourſelves, ſo uſeleſs to our Friends, 
and ſo contemptible to our Enemies; and in a 
Word, to repent us truly of all our Sins, and 
unfeignedly to turn to God in Newnelſs of Life: 
ſo ſhall we eſcape: the Evals we are afraid of; 


Mercy and lo- 
ving 
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ving Kindneſs towards us, and ſo doing, whe- 
ther Life or Death befall us, we ſhall be aſcer- 
tained of our Happineſs. 

I have nowdiſpatch'd what Ipropos'd, and en- 
deavoured with that Plainneſs and Simplicity 
which I think beſt becomes the Occaſion, to {ct 
before you the heinous Nature of our Guilt ; the 
Judgments they are likely to bring uponus, and 
the only Means whereby we may eſcape them, 
namely by Repentance and Reformation. And 
now, 

Of what mighty Force, Illuſtrious Patriots, 
your Example and your Authority will be to ac- 
3 and bring about tliis Bleſſed End, you 
need not be informed. What remains for me 
is to ſupplicate, that that Wiſdom which is from 
Above may direct you to the beſt Means for the 
Attainment of our common Good ; and may in- 
4 you with Zeal and Reſolution equal to 

is Glorious Undertaking ;- and may enable 
you moſt effectually to ſuppreſs all Vice and 

mpiety, (which are our worſt Enemies) and to 
maintain God's true Religion and Vertue among 
us. And, 

Becauſe God rejoices to ſhine upon the Coun- 
cils of the Juſt and Good, may no ſinful, or un- 
becoming Imputations, may no partial, no ſini- 
ſter or mean Views be the Reproach of any one 
who has the Honour to be of your auguſt Aſ- 
ſembly ; But may the Britiſb Senate ever be re- 
nowned for their inviolable Adherence to that 
noble Principle, of ſacrificing all other Conſi- 
2 E derations 
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derations to that of the Publick Welfare; and 
may you be as much rever'd and honour'd for 
your Piety and your Vertue, as you are juſtly 
dreaded for your Power and Authority. In 
a Word, and to conclude in the Words of our 
Holy Mother the Church, May gour Conſultati- 
ons ever tend to the Advancement of God's Glory, 
to the Good of his Church, to the Safety, Honour and 
IVelfare of our S overeign and his A. ; that all 
things may be ſo order à and fettled by, your Endea- 
vours upon the beit and ſureſt Foundations, that 
Peace and Happineſs, Truth and Juſtice, Religion 
and Piety, may be eftabliſhed among us for all Gene- 
rations, aud ll Time ſhall be #0 more. Amen. 
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